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Background

Lifespan Studies of Language Change

AQuestions about the appareftime approach to language change:
¢ Do all individuals change in the same way, at the same rates, and at the same points

across their lifespan?
¢ Do the grammars of individuals change along with the grammars of the communities

they are a part of?
Frequency and Phonetic Mergers
ABybee (2002) finds that reduction affects higaguency words first

AHay et al. (2015) find that sound change, if in progress, affectfrémuency
words first and then spreads to higlequency words across the years

ATomaschek et al. (2018) maintain that MEINB I dzZSy Oé ¢ 2 NRa
LIN) OO0 AOSé€sY gKAOK O2yaSldsSyiate YI &
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The Linguistic Variable: /al/ Diphthong

ALinguistic VariableModern standard German /ai/ diphthong

AMHG Phonemes /i:/ and /ei/:merged in contemporary Standard German
MHG/i/A{2D wAaAAB6 9 {¢5 wl A6
e.g., MHEeitwl A YIR{ WD AXFSDAAGIBE 9 {¢5 i

MHG/eilA {2 D w* A8 YR wAaAB 9 {¢5 I A
e.g., MHKleinw 1 f SAYS{ WA YbITRAE 2NJ o3If A)

AResearch QuestiorTo what extent are the two MHG phonemes, /i:/ and
/ei/, losing their historical phonetic contrast and merging, or becoming
more similar to each other, across the lifespan of the individual speaker
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Our Hypotheses: /ai/ Diphthong

We expect to see a greater loss of phonetic contrast:

1) in the later recordings (2017) than in the earlier ones (1982)
(e.g., Auer 2011; Schwarz 2019)

2) In Stuttgart rather than Schwabisch Gmund
(e.qg., Trudgill 1986; Nerbonne & Heeringa 2007)

3) with speakers who have a low orientation to Swabian
(e.qg., Auer & Hinskens 2005; Dodsworth 2017)

4) in environments with following voiceless consonants
(e.g., Kluender et al. 1988, Denes 1955)

5) in highfrequency over lowrequency words
(Bybee 2002, Hay et al. 2015, Tomaschek et al. 2018, Todd et al. 2019)
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The Study
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Two Swabian Communities
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Swabian Corpora
/1982 40 speakers N
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24 speakers16 speaker: T | 49 speaker$8 speakers
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20*2 speaker
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2017 107 speakers N




